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CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 04165 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, MX, GT 
SUBJECT: MEXICO AND F-5'S 

REF: MEXICO 2739 

1 . DURING MY MARCH 9 INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ 
PORTILLO, I MENTIONED FORMAL REQUEST FOR PURCHASE OF 
F-5'S IN NOTE FROM MEXICAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON IN EARLY 
DECEMBER. I EXPLAINED THAT SALE WOULD CONFLICT WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S POLICY OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS SALES, ON 
WHICH HE WAS TRYING TO HOLD THE LINE, AND ASKED THE PRES- 
IDENT ABOUT HIS PERSONAL DEGREE OF INTEREST IN OBTAINING 
THESE AIRCRAFT. 

2. HE ANSWERED PROMPTLY AND WITHOUT HESITATION THAT HE 
HAD NO INTEREST AT ALL IN THE ACQUISITION OF FIGHTER AIR- 
CRAFT. THERE WERE MANY THINGS MEXICO NEEDED MORE THAN 
SUCH PLANES. MEXICO'S ONLY DEFENSE CONCERNS WERE FOR IN- 
TERNAL SECURITY, AND FIGHTERS DID NOT SERVE THAT PURPOSE. 

HE ASKED RHETORICALLY, WHAT WOULD WE WANT FIGHTER PLANES 
FOR? TO DEFEND AGAINST THE U.S.? TO RESPOND TO AN ATTACK 
FROM GUATEMALA? IN UNLIKELY CASE OF GUATEMALAN ATTACK, 

MEXICO WOULD LOOK TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO ASSIST 
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IT. (HE DID NOT DEFINE, BUT I ASSUME HE MEANT FORCES 
UNDER RIO TREATY PROVISIONS.) THE PRESIDENT REPEATED IN 
SEVERAL DIFFERENT FORMS HIS ABSENCE OF INTEREST IN F-5 
PURCHASE. 

3. SECRETARY ROEL HAD EARLIER ON MARCH 9 TOLD ME THAT IN 
HIS OPINION MEXICO HAD NO SERIOUS INTEREST IN F-5 PUR- 
CHASE, AND THAT AMBASSADOR MARGAIN SEEMED TO BE REACTING 
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TO A MILITARY INITIATIVE (WHICH, OF COURSE, MEXICAN AIR 
FORCE COMMANDER HAS DENIED MAKING). I TOLD ROEL I IN- 
TENDED TO QUERY THE PRESIDENT ON THIS QUESTION, AND HE 
SAID FINE. ON MORNING MARCH 10, ROEL TOLD ME THAT, 

ON F-5'S, HIS REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT OF OUR CONVERSAT- 
ION COINCIDED EXACTLY WITH MINE. I SUGGESTED THAT ROEL 
HAVE AMBASSADOR MARGAIN WITHDRAW THE DECEMBER 9 NOTE SO 
THAT USG WILL NOT BE IN POSITION OF HAVING IT UNANSWERED 
ON OUR HANDS WHEN IT IS A DEAD ISSUE. HE ASSURED ME HE 
WOULD INSTRUCT MARGAIN TO THIS EFFECT. 

4. THIS CASE, A CLASSIC ONE OF MIXED SIGNALS AND FAULTY 
COMMUNICATIONS, HAS NUMBER OF ELEMENTS THAT REMAIN 
PUZZLING, ON WHICH WE WILL BE DEVELOPING INFORMATION AND 
REPORTING FURTHER. LUCEY 
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